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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, and 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wyngaert et al. (US 6554398). 

As per claim 1 , Wyngaert et al. teaches a method for positioning a printing head 
of a printing press comprising the steps of applying marks (figure 4, elements 120a, 
120a 1 ) on a support wherein the marks are applied to two opposite sides of the support 
(figure 3, elements 100); detecting said marks (column 9, lines 39-52) respectively by 
two correspondingly arranged sensors (figure 4, elements 115, 116); and, as a 
consequence adjusting the printing head so as to be oriented in response to the results 
of the two sensors (column 7, lines 28-50). 

As per claim 2, Wyngaert et al. teaches the printing head is oriented so that one 
side of the printing head is swiveled in the transport direction of the support (column 9, 
lines 12-16) for ensuring the proper registration and/or registration mark stability 
(column 9, lines 53-60). 

As per claim 5, Wyngaert et al. teaches an imaging device for a printing press 
comprising: a printing head which can swivel in the transport direction of a support 
(figure 3, element 100; column 9, lines 12-16) for ensuring proper registration and/or 
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registration mark stability (column 9, lines 53-60), using marks applied on two opposite 
sides of the support (figure 4, element 120a, 120a'). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wyngaert 
et al. (US 6554398) in view of Beauchamp et al. (US 5975674). 

Wyngaert et al. teaches the method of claim two, and two sensors (figure 4, 
elements 115 and 116); however, it does not disclose a plurality of marks on each side 
of the support with different colors, a sensor to detect the individual marks of each color 
and the printing heads associated with the different colors are oriented in response to 
the results in terms of the individual marks. 

Beauchamp et al. teaches disclose a plurality of marks on each side of the 
support with different colors, a sensor to detect the individual marks of each color and 
the printing heads associated with the different colors are oriented in response to the 
results in terms of the individual marks (column 11, lines 20-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method of Wyngaert et al. with the method of Beauchamp et al. 
in order to improve printhead orientation. 
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Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wyngaert et al. (US 6554398) in view of Wong (US 5384592). 

Wyngaert et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 , as well as two sensors 
(figure 4, elements 115 and 116). Wyngaert et al. does not disclose a calibration sheet 
of printed material is provided with triangular marks that are detected by the sensors 
and the position of the sensors are used with respect to one another in the transport 
direction of the calibration sheet. 

Wong teaches a calibration sheet of printed material is provided with triangular 
marks that are detected by the sensors and the position of the sensors are used with 
respect to one another in the transport direction of the calibration sheet (column 4, lines 
42-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the methods of Wyngaert et al. with the method of Wong in order to 
provide a higher quality printed image. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura E. Martin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:00 - 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen D. Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Laura E. Martin 




